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HE World is ſo well ſtocł d 
with SERMONS of all Sorts, 
that I am ſenſible, it has little 
Occaſion for any of mine. That 
f 2,hich 1 lately publiſh d, intitled, 
An Uſeful MINISTR, a 
Valid one, had as much Right 
as moſt to the common Plea for 
Printing SERMONS; The Importunity of Friends, 
But I knew, if the SERMON needed an Apo- 
logy, the Uſing ſuch an one could do it no Service, 
and might bring in the Reputation of my Friends ta 
ſuffer together with my own; For which Reaſon, 
I mention d Nothing of their Requeſt, either in the 
Title-page, or in a Pretace. Twas the Unhappi- 
neſs of that SERMON fo be miſunderſtood by 
ſome : And upon them I lay all the Blame of the 

World's being troubled with this. For to ſay the 
Truth, the Reaſon why TI lately preachd, and 
no publiſh this SERMON, 4s not ſo much to 
gratify the Requeſt of Friends, as to vindicate 
myſelf, and that Truth which ſome were pleas d to 
think, I bad relinquiſh d. VVV 
. . EVEN v 
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Every One knows what a mighty Stir our Ad- 


verſaries have made about Ordination, confining 


the e Miniſtry to thoſe who have a Prelate's Hand 
laid upon them, whatever the Spirit is which rules 
in their Hearts. Their Way of managing the Con- 
tro verſj about Ordination, has been, what they 
would certainly have choſen, if they had deſign d 
to puzzle the Common People, rather than inform 
them. I was willing to let our People ſee, they have 
no Need to trouble themſelves about hat the 

bring from Fathers and Councils; and that there 
is a ſhorter Way of Trying the Pretences of Epiſco- 
pal and Diſſenting MinisTERs. I am the better 
pleas d with what I have ſuggeſted to our People; 
becauſe IT have only follow d the Example of our 
bleſſed Saviour, who has directed bis Followers 
to diſcover falſe Teachers by their Fruits, without 
mentioning any Thing of their Miſſion. Beware of 
falſe Prophets, which come to you in Sheep's 
Cloathing, but inwardly they are ravening 
Wolves, Ye ſhall know them by their Fruits : 
Do Men gather Grapes of Thorns, or Figs of 
Thiſtles? Even ſo every good Tree bringeth 


forth good Fruit; but a corrupt Tree evil 


Fruit. A good Tree cannot bring forth evil 
Fruit : neither can a corrupt Tree bring forth 
good Fruit, Every Tree that bringeth not 
forth good Fruit, is hewn down and caſt in- 
to the Fire. Wherefore by their Fruits ye 
ſhall know them. And without all Doubt, this 
is @ Warrant to the People of England, to beware 
of a great Part of thoſe who would invalidate 
all our e Miniftrationg, For if Looſeneſs and De- 
pauchery; Unthankſulneſs to G o D and Man for 
the greateſt Deliverances ; ſowing Strife and Con- 
zent ion; the ſtirring up to Sedition, Rapine and 
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Sacrilege ; tbe incouraging Rebellion againſt the beſt 
of Kings; and the Prevaricating both with G 01 
and e Man in Subſcriptions, Prayers, and the moſt 
plain, expreſs and ſolemn Oaths ; if theſe, I ſay, 
are not Fruits bad encugh to prove Men falſe Pro- 
phets, and to teach us to beware of them, I can't 
conceive what Uſe our SAV1IOUR'S Rule can be 
of. e My Deſign, therefore, being to teach e Men 
to judge of «Miniſters Pretenſions by ſuch a Kind of 
Rule, I purpoſely wav d the whole Buſineſs of 
Ordination. | | 


SOME have overlook d the Nature of that 
Succeſs I argued from, in the SERMON, which 
is no other thau the forming CHRIST in 
Alen, ſo as that they become the Epiſtle of 
Cukisr. Some have thought the eApoſtle could 
not prove his eApoſtleſhip by Succeſs ; becauſe then 
every ſucceſsful Miniſter would be prov'd an Apo- 
ftle. «A ſhort eAnſwer to which, and to other 
Objections of the like Nature, is ſufficient : That 
Succeſs only proves Men to be what they pretend 
to, and not what they do not. 


Bur the greateſt Cauſe of my being miſunder- 
food, is, That ſome of my Readers have not diſ- 
tinguiſh'd between a Valid, and a Regular Mi- 
niſtry, but imagin'd, my Argument was deſign d 
to prove the Regularity of a Miniſtry by the Suc- 
ceſs of it. : | 


WuarT my Sentiments are of a Regular Mi- 
niſtry, and ſome of my Reaſons for my Opinion; 
may be ſeen in the enſuing SERMON. They ſeem 
very plain to me, and I am not without Hope, 
they may be of Service to ſuch, whoſe Prqudices 
are not ſo ſtrong, as to hinder an impartial Exa- 
mination. But however ſatisfy d J am in the 

| Ccurſe 
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3 Tim. 1. 
5. 


Perſe 18. 


1Cor. xvi. 
12. 


Courſe 1 have taken, I cannot invalidate. the Mi- 


* 6 


niſtrations of all thoſe, who are of another Mind; 
nor would I venture t0 re-baptize Perſons, who 
bad been baptized befure by ſuch as acted m_ 


that ſolemn Ordination, without which IT ſhoul 
not dare to att as a « Miniſter myſelf. And tru- 


ly, when I obſerve, how the eApoſtle as it were 
begins his eAdvice to Timothy, telling him, That 


Charity is the End of the Commandment, 


Tig TacoſyinMas, either the Miniſterial Charge, 
as the Word is uſed; This Charge I commit 
unto thee: Or the Goſpel in general : I ſay, 
when I obſerve this, I find myſelf much inclin d 
to Yield to the Influence of Charity, in judging of 
the Validity of Perſons e Miniſtrations. Nay, I 
think, I am order d to do ſo by that very compre- 
benſive Injunct ion: Let all your Things be done 
with Charity. Tis really ſhocking to me, be- 
cauſe it carries in it an injurious Reflection upon 
the Goodneſs of Go p, to imagine, that He will 
merely for the Want of a Ceremony in a Mini- 
fer's Ordination, omitted not thro' Wilfulneſs, but 


Miſtake, damn him, tho he has all the other 


Dualifications of a «Miniſter, and damn all thoſe 
who attend his « Miniſtrations, how Chriſtian ſoe- 
wer their Temper and Converſations are. To ſuch 
a Length have the furious Bigots of our Time car- 
ried their uncharitable, and wicked Principles, 
invalidating the miniſterial Acts of all Prote- 
ſtants but themſelves, and diſowning the Chri- 
ftianity of all Diſſenters, and conſigning them over, 
as a Parcel of Heathens, to the everlaſting Flames. 


"T 15 mot eaſy to think, theſe Men believe them - 
ſelves, when they aſſert, We are no Chriſtians. 
Jam ſure their Actions evidently contraditt their 
Aſſertion, and fix upon them the Charge of the vileſt 


. Hypocriſy, Tis, I think, a certain Truth, and 


never 
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bers of it; and that thoſe, who were never in it, 
are not liable by Excommunications to be caſt out 
of it. In former Times it uſed to be alledged, 
That Baptiſm made Perſons Members of the Ca- 


tholick Church; and that the Baptiſm atminiftred "© 


by Difſenters made Men Members of the Eſt abliſh- 


ed Church, becauſe that alone vas the Catbolick 


Church in England. And ſo the poor Diſſenters 
had it very gravely proved upon them, that they 
were Members of the Catholick Church of Eng- 
land, and liable to Her Cenſures, &c. But after 
we-were deliver d from that Oppreſſion, and that 
Occaſional Doctrine was render d uſeleſs; they 
pleaded, we never were Members of the Catholick 
Church. And yet thoſe Men who ſo earneſtly 
contended, we are no Chriſtians, have of late been 
as earneft in ſtriving to bring us into our former 
Bondage to their Spiritual Courts ; and were the 
Contrivers of the firf# Draught of the Schiſm- 
Bill. Tyyould be happy for us, if they would ſhew 
any Conſiſtency and Sincerity in their Treating us. 
If they deſire to hawe us ſubje to their Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Courts, let them own, we are qualified to be ſo, 
by being baptix d Members 14 the Catholic Church : 
Or, if they deny our Baptiſm and our Chriſtianity, 
let them hearken to common Senſe, and the Exam- 
ple of the Primitive Church, ho never pretended 
thus to exerciſe Diſcipline, and to cenſure and ex- 
communicate Perſons not being of the Church, and 
who ſcorn'd to receive any Part of their Mainte- 
nance from Heathens, Hereticks, or Schiſmaticks. 
Were it left to me to determine which of theſe two 
they ſhould chuſe, T ſhould certainly prefer the latter. 
The Advantage of which is obvious ; and the Pre- 
tudice I ſhould eſteem inconſiderable. For tho I 
beartily love all ſober aud moderate Men of the 
et abliſi d 


never conteſted in the Proteſtant World ; That the 
| Diſcipline of the Church only extends to the Mem- 
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1 abliſh'd Communion, yet I ſhould very little re- 
gard the ill Opinion of the Furious Generation, For 
if they only are the true Church of England (as 
they pretend) and the Reſt are of no Church; I am 
ſure the Church muſt be in juſt ſuch a Temper, as 


Biſhop Burnet ſpeaks of in thoſe remarkable Words 
Apol. for Tt ſball conclude this Fo ng c And 1 will 


the Ch. of © boldly ſay this, That if the Church of Eng- 
England. ce nd after She has got out of this Storm, 
[its Danger in King James's Reign] © will return 

© to hearken to the Peeviſhneſs of ſome ſowr 
Men [ in bearing hard upon the Diſſenters |] 
She will be abandon'd both of Gop and 


Man, and will ſet both Heaven and Earth 
— Her. - 
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And the Things that Thou 
haft heard of Me among 
many FW itneſſes, the ſame 
commit Thou to faithful 
Men, who ſhall be able to 
teach others alſo. 


HAT this Apoſtle ſays of the 
Creatures deſign'd for our Food, 
that may we ſay of Perſons ſet a- 
part to the Sacred Office: They 1 Tim. iv. 
are ſancti ſied by the Word and Pray- 5. 
er. Every Religious Service is 
to be perform'd with Prayer: and 
the moſt ſolemn Prayer, even 
that which is join'd with Faſting, is proper to ac- 
company the Separation of Perſons ro the Work of 
the Miniſtry. So when the Holy Ghoſt required Barna- 
bas and Saul to be ſeparated to the Work, whereunto he Acts xiii. 
had called them, it was done by Faſting and Prayer and 2. 3- 
Impoſition of Hands. And in Imitation of that Exam- 
ple, we have ſer apart this Day to ſuch Exerciſes, 
that we may the more ſolemnly ſeparate a Perſon to 
that Work, to which we truſt God has call d Him. 
Our Buſineſs now is to EC him to the * 
ing 
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fing of God in our Prayers; and to initiate and au- 
thorize him in the Name of God to the Diſcharge of 
all the Parts of the Sacred Function, by that ancient 
Sign of Benediction, which was practis d under both 
the Old and New Teſtament upon extraordinary 
and ſolemn Occaſions. „ „ 
IN the Work of Prayer, that is, the Offering up 
earneſt Supplications to God for a Bleſſing upon his 
Perſon and Labours, who is now to be ſet apart to 
miniſter in the Church of Chriſt, and more particu- 
larly among you, I hope you are all heartily con- 
curring. Iam ſure tis every one's Concern, who de- 
figns to ſit under his Miniſtry, to do ſo. This you 
are daily ro pray for; and more eſpecially ſhould 
you do it now, that the united Fervour of our Hearts 
may give the greater Force to our Prayers, and ren- 
der them the more effectual and prevailing for him 
in his Entrance upon his Work. © | 
This then ſo far is your Act as well as Ours: But 
the authoritative Separating and Commiſſioning him 
to the Work is not your Act, but primarily the 
LORD's, and ſecondarily ours acting in his Name. 
And that you may ſee, we act herein according ro 
the Will of Gop, his Word is now to be joyn'd 
with Prayer. And having this Part of the Work de- 


'volv'd upon me, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew you 18 c 


Grounds and Reaſons of theſe our Proceedings. In 
Order to which, I have made Choice of the Words 
read to you. And the Things which thou haſt heard of 
me among many Il itneſſes, the ſame commit thou to 
faithful Men, who ſhall be able to teach others alſo, This 
Direction relates wholly to the Inveſting Miniſters 
in their Office: As may be eaſily imagin'd upon a 
bare Reading of the Text, and will more fully ap- 
pear, when we conſider the ſeveral Things contain d 
in it. „ 

I can't be an Inſtruction to Timothy, how to deal 
with Chriſtians in general. An Aptneſs to learn 


and practiſe is ſufficient in them: But the Ability to 


teach others, which he inſiſts upon, ſhews he ſpeaks 
of ſuch as were to be intruſted with an Office, even 
that Office which Chriſt appointed in his Church: 
Who gave ſome Apaſtles: and ſome Prophets: and ſome 

4 | | Paſtor; 
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Paſtors and TEACHERS ; for the perfecting of the 

19 5 for the Work of the Miniſtry, for the edifying of 

the Body of Chriſt. But it is elſewhere repreſented as 

very abſurd to ſuppoſe, that theſe Things belong to 

all the Members of the Chriſtian, Church. For that 

is plainly the Meaning of the Apoſtle's Interroga- 

tion: Are all Apoſtles? are all Prophets ? are all x Cor. xii. 

TEACHERS ? = | 29, 
THIS being premis'd concerning the Deſign of 

the Words in general, I ſhall conſider theſe Three 

Things in them. | 


I. THE Qualifications requir'd in ſuch as were 
to be admitted ro the Sacred Office: They 


were to be Faithful Men, and Able to Teach 
others. | 


II. WHO was to judge of their Qualifications? 
and authorize them ro the Office. And that 
was Timothy : The ſame commit THOU. 


III. THE Account here given of the Inveſtiture 

or Commiſſion they were to receive. They 
were to have theſe Things committed to them, 
which Timothy bad heard of the Apoſile among 
many Witneſſes. 


9 THE Qualifications requir'd in ſuch as were 
to he admitted to the Sacred Office: They were to 
be Faithful Men, and Able to Teach others alſo. Who- 


ever are ſuppos'd to have the Power committed to 


them of judging, whether Men are qualify'd for the 
Office; rheſe are unqueſtionably rhe Qualifications 
they are to look after. And where there is a fair 
Appearance of both the Things mention'd, rhe Text 
is a ſufficient Warrant to ſet them apart to the Office 
if they are willing to undertake it. | 


1. THEY muſt be Faithful Men. The Word 
Faithful in our; own Language, as likewiſe That in 
the Original to which ir anſwers, is uſed to expreſs 
ſometimes Mens being Believers, and ſomerimes their . 
being Tu. I don't fee, wy we may nor low ir 
„ ** gere 
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here to include both Senſes. I am ſure, if one be 
principally deſign'd, the other muſt nor be excluded 
bur ſuppos d. Be Bees 


1. THIS may import, Thar thoſe who are admit- 
red to the Office ſhould be Believers. Thus the fame 
Word is uſed, when CHrisT's Words to Thomas 
are related by the Evangeliſt : Be not faithleſs, but 
BELIEVING. So we frequently read of the 
Faithful, or the Faithful in Chrifg Jeſus, by which are 
meant Belzevers, ” 

THE Neceſſity of this is very obvious. Thar 
which is neceſſary in a private Chriſtian to give him 
a Right in the Sight of Gop to the Communion of 
the Church, muſt be mach more neceſſary in a Mi- 
niſter to qualify him to undertake the Sacred Office. 
Is there not a manifeſt Abſurdity in ſuppoſing this a 
needleſs Qualification of a Miniſter * What is the 
Deſign of the Miniſtry, but to inſtruct Men in the 
Chriſtian Faith, and to build them up in it, Till we al 
come in the Unity of the Faith, and of the Knowledge of 
the Son of God, unto a perfect Man, unto the Meaſure of 
the Stature of the Fulneſs of Chriſt. Can you imagine any 
Man fit to teach others that Truth, which he believes 
not himſelf? Would you ever ſend a Perſon to per- 
ſuade another, of that which you knew to be diſa- 
greeable to his own Opinion? You are ſenſible, tho 
he ſhould have ſuch a Command over himſelf, as to 
be able to diſſemble his own Sentiments, he would 
be very heartleſs in his Attempt to convince the Per- 
fon you ſent him to. And fo 'tis in the Caſe before 
us. He that does not believe the Goſpel himſelf, 
will not be very ſollicitous to make others do ſo, un- 
leſs he is acted by ſome baſe and unworthy Aims, 
and deſigns to make a Gain of Godlineſs. 

_ BESIDES, Faith is one of the main Springs 
of a Chriſtian's Life and Motion, and has a ſpecial 
Jofluence upon all he does aright in Religion? This 
gives him the greateſt Incouragement in the Diſ- 
charge of his Duty, While by Faith he looks to the 
inviſible World, and realizes the Promiſes which 
GOD has made to thoſe who diligently and faith- 
fully ſerve Him. This is the great Means of his re- 
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ceiving Supplies of inward Strength for the Per- 
formance of every good Work, while in the Exer- 
ciſe of it he has Recourſe ro CHRIS, depends up- 
on Him, and derives ſuirable Communications from 
Him. For the Life he lives in the Fleſh, he lives by Gal. ii. 


the Faith of the Son of God : And Chriſt dwells in his 20. 


Heart by Faith. And if it be ſo neceſſary for an or- Eph. iii. 
dinary Chriftian, it muſt be much more fo for a 17. | 


| Miniſter, who may expect to meer with greater Op- 


pofition from the Devil and the World, and whoſe 
Work, being more hard and difficulr, requires more 
conſiderable Meaſures of Divine Aid, in Order to the 
right performing ir. | S 
NAY, unleſs Men are Sound in the Faith, thar is, 
thoroughly acquainted with the Doctrine of rhe Go- 
ſpel, they are very unfir for this Office. The Flock 
is apparently in greater Danger of being infected 


with the Errors of ſuch, than with thoſe of Private 


Chriſtians. A grievous Error in a Teacher, may 

defeat the chief Deſign of the Miniſtry, to build up 
Chriſtians in the Faith, and may very much advance  _ 
a quite contrary one. Thus when Hymeneus and 2 Tim. ĩi. 
Philetus erred concerning the T-uth, ſaying, The Reſur- 17, 18. 
rection was already paſt, their Word did eat as a Canker, 

and they overthrew the Faith of ſome. : 

_ THIS Qualification of a Miniſter is frequently 
commended in the Scripture. The Apoſtle inſiſts 

upon it as neceſſary in the loweſt Officers in the 

Church. The Deacons, according to his Direction, . „ 
muſt be ſuch as hold the Myſtery of the Faith in a pure * Tim. ii. 
Conſcience, A good Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, in his Ac- A 1 
count, muſt be one nouriſh'd up in the Words of Faith 3 
and of good Doctrine. He therefore highly eſteemd 
Timothy, becauſe he was perſuaded the unfeigned Faith, 2 Tim. 1. 
which dwelt in his Grandmother and Mother, was in him 5. 


_ alſo. He urges him to Hold fast the Form of found Ver- 13. 


Words, which he had heard of him, in Faith and Love 
which is in Chriſt Jeſus : And gives him this Dire- , Tim. i. 
ction, in Order to his warring a good Warfare, That 1g. 19. 
he ſhould hold Faith and a good Conſcience. And he 


| ſpeaks of this as a Commendation of his own Mini- 


firy 2 1 am, ſays he, ordained a Preacher, and an Apeſile, Chad, ii 
Teacher of che Gentiles in Faith and Verity, 


7. 
HE 
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TE Apoſtles had the Gift of Diſcerming Spiriey, 
and were able to know who were Believers, and fit fox 
the Miniſtry, and who were not. Nor is it improbable, 
that ſo eminent a Perſon as Timothy, might have the 
Tame. Gift ? It is certain it was beſtow'd upon others 
beſide the Apoſtles: For, whereas the Apoſtles had 
all Manner of Extraordinary Gifts of the Spirit, this 
x Cor. xii. was granted to ſome who had nor all of them. To 
8. 10. one is given by the Spirit the Word of Wiſdom, to an- 
other the Working of Miracles, to another Prophecy, to 
another Diſcerning of Spirits. The Apoſtles fix d Mi- 
niſters in the Churches by the Help of this extraor- 
dinary Infight into Men, Trying them iy the Spirit, 
as an ancient * Writer of thoſe Times teſtifies. And 
if Timothy had the ſame Ability, withour all Doubr 
he uſed ir in like Manner: But none now upon 
the Earth can pretend to this. They who convey 
the Office may be miſtaken, and appoint ſuch as 
Gop does not: And they may do it innocently ; 
for GoD only knows the Hearts of Men. All that 
we can go upon in Trying and Judging of Perſons 
in this Reſpect, is their Knowledge, Profeſſion, and 

il -the Manner of their Life and Converſation: We 

24 #8 can hear What Profeſſion Men make; We are able, 

1 upon Diſcourſe and Examination, to ſudge what 

24 | Knowledge Men have of the Chriſtian Doctrine, 

And this ought to be enquir'd into. Thus, when 
tis requir d, That thoſe who were to be conſtituted 

1 Tim. iii. Deacons, ſhould bold the Myſtery of the Faith in 

9. 10. # pure Conſcience, 'tis immediately added, And let 
theſe be firſt proved, then let them uſe the Office of a 
Deacon, being found blameleſs. 

- THIS then ſhews, what Reaſon we have to 
require of ſuch as are to be admitted into the Mini- 
ſtry, a Profeſſion of their Faith, and why. that is 
made among us at the Time of Ordination. Ir 
ſeems not improbable, thar ſomewhar like to this was 

practis d in the ancient Church. For then it was 
uſual for the new choſen Biſhop to ſend Letters with 
Copies of the Confeflion of their Faith ro ſuch Bi- 
ſhops as liv'd remote from them: The Deſign of 
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which was, That Knowing what Faith they pro- 

feſs d, and promis'd ro preach, they might teſtify 

their Communion with them. It is not unlikely 

5 be as deſirous to ſatisfy their Ordainers, 
r 


they would be as deſirous to NEL : x 
as their Brethren who livd at a greater Diſtance 


_ from them: And therefore at the Time of theit Or- 


dination uſed to make ſome Declaration of their 
Faith. Certainly the Copies they ſent abroad con- 
tain'd what they had declar'd at their Ordination, 
either in ſome Confeſſion previous to the Impoſition 
of Hands, or in the Sermon made preſently after, 
of which great Notice uſed to be taken. And J will 
venture to fay this in the Behalf of our Method: 
That if a Profeſſion of Faith is to be made, I think 
tis vety reaſonable it ſhould be drawn up by him 
who is to make it. 


FARTHER, As Men are too often hypocriti- 


cal in their Pretences, and profeſs that Faith they 
are Strangers to, as appears by their contradicting 
their Profeſſion by the notorious Irregularities of 
their Lives; We are not to be ſatisfy'd with a bare 
Profeſſion, unleſs the Faith Men profeſs is evidenc'd 
by a ſuitable and pious Converſation. And in this 


Matter we ought to be very ſtrict. Miniſters are 


to be Examples to the Flock, and ſach Things are 


not ſufferable in them, as might perhaps be in a 


good Meaſure excuſable in private Chriſtians. There 
ſnould be ſome ſingular Degree of Perfection in him, 
who is to be an Example for Imitation. Miniſters 


therefore are eſpecially requir'd to be vigilant, ſober, 


and of good Behaviour, and to be of good Report. This 


vas one Inducement to the Apoſtle, if not to ordain 


Timothy, yet to take him as his Companion and 
Partner in travelling and preaching the Goſpel, As 
AF». | 


2. WHEN tis requird, that ſuch as are en- 
truſted with the Office ſhould be Fairhful, hereby 
is meant they ſhould be Truſty ; and it is common 
for us ro uſe the Word Faithful in that Manner. 
Thus Gop is frequently ſpoken of as Faithful, 
where the ſame Word is uſed. And thus the Apoſtle 

| I {peaks 


1 Tim. iii. 
2. 7. 
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1 Tim. i. ſpeaks of himſelf: He counted me Faithful, putting 
12% me into the Miniſtry. | : 
THERE is a moſt aweful and important Truft 
committed to Miniſters. They have a Truſt lodg'd 
in them for Gop, and for the Good of the Souls of 
Men, they had therefore need be faithful and honeſt 
in the Diſcharge of ir. Whence the Apoſtle ſpeaks 
1 Cor. iv. in that Manner: Let a Man ſo account of us, as of the 
1. 2. Miniſters of Chriſt, and Stewards of the Myſteries of God. 
Morecver, tis required in Stewards, that a Man be found 
faithful. The Truſt lodg'd in them as Stewards, is to 
publiſh the whole Mind and Will of Go p, and they 
are oblig'd to be faithful in keeping back Nothing 
from the People, that may be profitable ro them. Of 
which Faithfulneſs we have in the Author of this 
Epiſtle a noble Inftance and Example ; who thus aj 
peals to the Epheſians, among whom he had preach'd : 
Acts xx. Te know from the fir Day I came into Aſia, after what 
18,19. 20. Manner I have been with you at all Seaſons, ſerving the 
21. 26. Lord with all Humility of Mind, and with many Tears, 
and Temptations which befel me by the lying in wait 7 4 the 
Jews: And how I kept back Nothing that was profitable 
unto you, but have ſhewed you, and have taught you pub. 
lickly, and from Houſe to Houſe, teſtifying both to the Jews, 
and alſo to the Greeks, Repentance toward God, and 
Faith toward our Lord Feſus Chrift.—— Wherefore I 
take you to record this Day, that IT am pure from the 
Blood of all Men. For I have not ſhunn'd to declare to 
you the whole Counſel of God. And whoever keeps back 
any Thing that is profitable, and does not publiſh 
the whole Counſel of Gop, acts not the Part of a 
faithful Miniſter of CHRIS Tr. 
AND as a faithful Miniſter is to publiſn the 
whole Counſel of G Op, fo he is to publiſh that on- 
Iy; and not to mingle Fancies of his own, or preach 
the Traditions of Men, or in his Preaching make 
thoſe Things neceſſary which CHRIST has not made 
5 ſo. The Commiſſion which CHRIST has given his 
Matthew. Miniſters, is to teach People to obſerve all Things what- 
XXVIII. 20. ſoever he has commanded them: And he that goes be- 
yond that, goes beyond his Commiſſion and is not 
faithful in his Preaching. The Apoſtles therefore, 
who were faithful, kept to this Rule, and did no 
ee 
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(as one of them declares in the Name of all) follow 


cunningly deviſed Fables; as is too often done by Men, 


who are deſigning to make a Gain of Godlineſs, where- 


by they endeavour to ſer up themſelves, and Schiſma- 


tically rend the Communion of the Church. For 


whoever keeps not to the Scripture as his Rule, and 


makes more neceſlary than C uk 15sT has done, takes 
the readieſt Courſe to break the Peace of the Church. 
And Strifes and Diviſions are in this caſe unavoidable, 
unleſs others will betray their Truſt in nor oppoſing 
ſuch Incroachments. Miniſters are intruſted by 
CHRIST with an Authority for the Good of the Souls 
of Men: And they are to uſe it faithfully for their 
Edification, and not for their Deſtruction. And a faithful 
Miniſter oughr not to part with that Truſt, which 
CHRIST has committed to him. If he gives it up 
into ſuch Hands as it does not belong to, or as will 
not or cannot execute it, he betrays his Truſt. 

AND as he is nor to part with his Authority, fo 


nor is he on the other Hand to ſtretch and enlarge 


it, by claiming more than CHRIS r has given him. 
CHRIST has made his Miniſters Stewards to give 


his People Meat in due Seaſon, to diſpenſe his Goſpel, 


and to ule his appointed Diſcipline to inforce his 
Laws and Precepts: Bur he has never intruſted 
them with a Deſporical Power, nor has he made 
his People ſubject ro their arbitrary Laws and Com- 
mandments, that they ſhould be their Slaves, and 
ramely crouch under all the Burdens they will do 
them the Honour to lay upon them. CHRIST ex- 
preſsly caution'd his Apoſtles againſt this ryrannical 
Diſpoſition, however ſome Men pretend to ground 
it upon his Commiſſion. Ye know, ſays He, that 
the-Princes of the Gentiles exerciſe Dominion over them, 
and they that are great exerciſe Authority upon tbem : 
(They rule their Subjects with a high Hand, and 
according to their own Will and Pleaſure.) But it 
ſhall not be ſo among you. CHRIST has made his Mi- 
niſters Rulers, but not arbitrary Ones. He has given 


them a Power to put his Laws in Execution, but 


2 Pet. i. 


16. 


2 Cor. x. 
8. and 
xiii. 20. 


Matth. xx. 
25, 26. 


not to enact any Laws of their own, which are 


not ſubſervient and neceſſary in Order thereunto. 
The Apoſtles therefore _— d no ſuch eg 
ow 
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2 Cor. i. how this Apoſtle ſpeaks: Nor for that we have Domi- 


Stewards of the manifold Grace of God. If any Man ſpeak, 


the _— y 


—— * * 


nion over your Faith, but are Helpers of your Joy. q. d. 
We pretend not to a Power to dictate to you of 
* our own Heads, and impoſe upon you a Neceflity | 
« of believing what CHRIST has nor affur'd us of, 
and given us Commiſſion to publiſh. We have 
no Authority in Controverſies of Faith, ro deter- 
mine what CHRIST himſelf in his Life-Time, or 
by his Spirit ſince his Departure has not determi- 


forbidden elſewhere to exerciſe an arbitrary Authori- 
ty; and to Lord it over God's Heritage. 1 

LE T me add; that Miniſters of the Goſpel have 
a Truſt committed to them in all thoſe Gifts, which 
qualify them for the Miniſtry. Theſe Gifts are all 
derived from CHRIS, the great Head of the Church 
as we are aſſur d, Rom. xii. Eph. iv. 1 Cor. xii. 
And fo there is a Faithfulneſs requiſite in a Mini- 
ſter in the uſing them, for the Honour and Service 
of the Giver of them. And I am ready to inter- 
pret thoſe Paſſages of the Apoſtle, Rom. xii: 3, 6. ro 
this Purpoſe. For I ſay, thro' the Grace given unto me, to 
every Man that is among you, net to think of himſelf more 
highly than he ought to think, but to think ſoberly, accord- 
ing as God hath dealt to every Man the Meaſure of Faith, 
Having then Gifts, differing according to the Grace that 
is given to us, whether Prophecy, let us propheſy according 
to the Proportion of Faith. Where what we have ren- 
der d the Meaſure of Faith, and the Proportion of Faith, 
mighr perhaps be berter render'd the Meaſure of the 
Truſt, and the Proportion of the Truſt, that is that Truſt 


which G Op is pleaſed to commit to us. It being evi- 


dent the Apoſtle is there ſpeaking of the Diverſity of 
Govs Gifts in thoſe whom he imploy'd in his Church; 


this Interpretation ſeems nor diſagreeable: And the 


Senſe then will be, that Men ſhould not pretend to 
greater Things than Gop has intruſted them with, 
but ſhould faithfully ſerve Him, according to their 


_ Capacities, and the Gifts He has committed to their 


Truſt. And thus ir admirably agrees with the Direc- 
tion of another Apoſtle : As every Man hath receiv d 
the Gift, even ſo miniſter the ſame one to another, as good 


let 


© ned. * The Elders and Rulers of the Church are | 


"7 
lt him ſpeak as the Oracles of God: If any Man miniſter, 
let him do it as of the Ability which God giveth. And the 
LXX Interpreters ſeem to have uſed the Word in 
this Senſe, 1 Chr. 1x,22,26,31. Where what they have 
render'd, s Our Tranſlation renders in their 
ſer Office, but the Margin of our Bibles in their Truſt. 
And there being ſuch a Truſt lodg'd in Miniſters, the 
Apoftle had juſt Cauſe ro ſay to Timothy: O Timothy, 1 Tim vi. 
keep that which is committed to thy Truſs. 

AND all thoſe, who are approv'd of Chris Tin 
the ſacred Office, are thus faithful: They may, with 
the Apoſtle, thank Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, who has cna- 1 Tim. i. 
bled them, for that he hath counted them faithful, putting 12. 
them into the Miniſtry, This they receive from 
CHRIS r together with their Commithon ; obtaining 1Cor. vii. 
Mercy of the Lord to be faithful. And a noble Com- 25. 
mendation is given of Miniſters, when they are ſaid : 
to be faithful.  - | Col. i. 7. 

IF it be here inquir'd, How can it be known ag 75 
whether Men will prove faithful? The Knowledge PA. . 
of their Faithfulneſs in their Office depends upon the 
Tryal of them in it: How then ſhall we be able to 
diſcern, who theſe Faithful Men are, to whom we 
may commit the Office? I anſwer; That from a 
Perſon's Behaviour in a lower Station a probable Con- 

jecture, and reaſonable Preſumption may be form- 
ed how he will behave himſelf in a higher. This 
Apoſtle has taught us to argue after this Rate; when 
he requires in a Biſhop that he be One that ruleth well x Tim. iii. 
his own Houſe, having his Children in Suljection with all 4. 9. 
Gravity, giving this Reaſon for his inſiſting upon it: 
For if «a Man know not how to rule his own Houſe, how 
ſhall he take Care of the Church of God. And therefore 
that Rule of our bleſſed Lord muſt here rake Place: 
He that is faithful in that which is leaſt, is faithful alſo Luke xv}, 
in much: And he that is unjuſt in the leaſt, is unjuſt aiſo 10. 
in much, Such a Man as in the Station of a private 
Chriſtian has not been faithful in the Diſcharge of 
his Dury ro Gop, or in his Dealings with Man, is 

not to be counted worthy of the Office. If he is not 
a Man of Honour in all his Dealings, bur given rc 
Tricking and Deceiving; if he has ſhewn himſelf 
mean and ſelfiſh. in his Defigns ; if he appears to be 
LE C2  addicied 
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addicted to Flattery, or to want Courage and Re- 
ſolution to bear him above the Fear of Men, and to 
make him ſteddy in his Duty; he promiſes but little 
Faithfulneſs in the Minifterial Office; there is too 
much Reaſon to conclude he will be biaſsd by mean 
Conſiderations in the Diſcharge of his Duty, and 
will want that Impartiality and Sincerity which are 
requiſite in the Character of a Miniſter. Great Re- 
gard therefore is to be had to a Perſon's Reputation 
and good Name, when he is to be ordain'd to the 
Miniſtry. The Apoſtles had Reſpect to this, when 
they appointed the Choice of the ſeven Deacons 2? 
Wherefore, Brethren, ſay they, look ye out among you ſe- 
ven Men of good Report, full of the Holy Ghoſt, Sc. And 


this is required as a Qualification of a Perſon to be 


7 Tim. ili. 
7. 


ordain'd: that be ſhould have a good Report of them that 
are without. And the Condition is not hard and un- 
reaſonable; ſince an Honeſt and truly Chriſtian Be- 
haviour will gain the Praiſe and Commendation of 


the very Enemies of Chriſtianity. k Fa 


F Tim. iii. 
3. 


1 Cor. ii. 
8. 


2. THE other Qualification which the Apoftle 
requires in Perſons to be ordain'd is, that they be able 
to teach others alſo. He that is to be admitted to the 
Office muſt be apt to teach. A Man may be Faithful, 
and yet unfit for the Office, as not having a ſuffici- 
ent Ability to inſtruct others in the Chriſtian Doc- 
trine. Now here, I conceive, ſuch Things gs theſe 
are neceſſary. | 


1. A very good Degree of Knowledge in that Word 
and Doctrine which they are to teach. The Reaſon 
of this is evident: The Office of Miniſters is ro teach 
others, and certainly then they ought to have a De- 
gree of Rnowledge above the Cemmon Sorr, who 
are to be taught by them. And how will they be 
able ro declare to their Hearers the whole Counſel of 
God, if they are not themſelves acquainted with it ? 
I only ſpeak now of a Knowledge of the Mind and 
Will of G ap: For that is all that as Miniſters we are 
oblig'd to teach. We are with this Apoſtle to profeſs 
10 other Knowledge among our People, but that of 
Jeſus Chriſt, and him Crycified, The Knowledge whic 
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4 Miniſter has, which is no Way ſubſervient to this, 


is meerly ornamental. The Scriprures then are to be 


diligently ſtudied by him who is to teach others: In 
theſe he is to be throughly verſs'd. This Excellently 


fitted Timothy for the Miniſtry that from a Child he had 
known the Holy Scriptures. The Reaſon is plain, be- 


cauſe by them he gain'd the moſt certain and uſeful 
Knowledge, and was compleatly furniſh'd for his 
whole Miniſterial Work. For all Scripture is given by 
Inſpiration of God, and is profitable for Doctrine, for Re- 


proof, for Correction, for Inſtruction in Rightevuſneſs ; that 


the Man of God (or Miniſter of the Goſpel) may be per- 


fee, thoroughly vs rp unto all good Works. Tis true, 
a Man may profit by a Miniſter who is inferiour to 


himſelf in Knowledge, becauſe the Profiting of a 
Chriftian does not always ly in his gaining more 
Knowledge than he had before, bur in his being 
brought under a more lively Senſe and powerful In- 
fluence of that Truth, which he was well acquainted 
with before. And yet the Ignorance or Weakneſs of a 
Miniſter will bring both his Perſon and Office into 


2 Tim. iii. 
15, 16,17. 


Contempt. Tis therefore highly requiſite that Perſons 


ſhould be tried, and that an Account ſhould be taken 
of their Knowledge and Underſtanding in ſuch 
Things, as it is a Miniſter's Buſineſs to teach, and 
ſo they ſnould be admitted ro the Office. 


2. A good perſuaſive Way of Reaſoning ſeems re- 
quiſite to an Ability to teach: Thar a Man ſhould 
have a Dexterity to inſinuate himſelf into the Minds 
of his Hearers, by explaining and recommending 
Things according to their true Nature and Importance. 
By this Means he will be able at the ſame Time both 
ro inſtruct and move thoſe who attend his Miniftra- 
tions, which doubtleſs are the great Ends of Preach- 
ing. Beſides, this will fit him for another uſeful Part 
of his Work ; the Defending the Truth againſt Gain- 
ſayers, whom he is by ſound Doctrine both to exhort 
and convince. We may expect the Religion of rhe 
Bleſſed Jefus, and more eſpecially in its native Plain- 
neſs and Simpliciry, will meer with many Adverſa- 
ries ; whoſe Oppoſition will chiefly be made again t 
the Rulers and Governours of the Church. And 


1 
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therefore tis very fir, they ſhould be furniſh'd to o bes 
fute and convince them. 


3. + HIS Ability to teach requires a good Mies 
ſure of Skill and Prudence, that Applications may be 
made to Perſons, ſuirably to their reſpective Caſes, 
This Teaching is to be taken in a large Senſe, as, 
comprehending, all the ſeveral Ways of it, ſuch as 
(beſide the bare Explaining the Truth) Reproving, 
RNebuking, Exhorting, Comforting, Sc. as there 
is Occaſion. There is a Difference in the State of 
thoſe under a Miniſter's Care: And as their Office 
is appointed for the Advantage of all, ſo the Word is 
to be applied to the ſeveral Caſes of all: Neither 
Sinners, nor Saints are to be neglected; but the one 
ſhould be awaken d, and the other encourag d: The 
Weak are to be frengrhned, and the Declining to be 
rais d: The ſeveral Duties of Rich and Poor, of 
Parents and Children, of Husbands and Wives, of 
Maſters and Servants are to be inculcated upon em: 
Of all which we meet with good Examples in the 
Scriptures. And certainly the doing this aright is a 
Work of Prudence. 

| 2 Tim iv. WITH.what Solemnity is this preſs d? I charge thee 

15. 2. therefore before God, and the Lord Feſus Chriſt, who ſhall 
: = judge the quick and the dead at his Appearing, and his 

an Kingdom: Preach the Mord; be inſtant in Seaſon,and out 
7% | of Seaſon ; reprove, rebuke, exbort with all Long: ſuffering 
2 Thef. v. and Doctrine. And fo again, Now we ex bort you, Bre- 
14. thren, warn them that are unru'y, comfort the feeble-mind- 
ed, ſupport the Weak, be patient toward all Men. Which 
I am ready to think in that Place does primarily re- 
late to the Rulers of the Church, upon whom he af- 
rerwards lays that Charge: J charge you by the Lord. 
that this Epiſtle be read to all the holy Brethren, » 
AND as ſuch Things are ſo neceſſary, who can 
doubr, whether the Training up Perſons in Learning 
is an excellent Advantage to prepare them for the 
* Office. Gop does not now miraculouſly indow Men 
wirh Gifts, and therefore ſuch Helps cannot be un- 
ſerviceable. A learned Education muſt be a conſide- 
rable Aſſiſtance, where 'ris ſanctifyd by the Spirit of. 


God; tho' without that the 1 moſt learned will be un- 
fir for the Office. 4. 4 


Fer. 27. 
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4. A tolerable Elocution at leaſt is neceſſary in 
Order to a Perſon's being able to teach others. What- 
ever Improvements a Man has made in Learning and 
Holineſs, yet a Defect here will be ſuch a Hindrance 
to him, as will render him unfit for the Office. If 
Gov did immediately ſend and commiſſion Per- 
ſons, he were to be depended upon for the redreſ- 


mY 


ſing natural Infirmiries z as in the Caſe of Myſes Exod. 


iv. 10, 11, 12. and of Jeremiah, Jer. 1. 6, 7, 8, 9. 
Bur as this is not to be expected in our Day, tis 
evident a Regard ſhould be had to this Kind of 
Ability and Capacity of a Perſon for the Work of 
the Miniſtry. | | | 


II. I come now to conſider; Who was to judge 
of Mens Qualifications for the ſacred Office, and ro 
authorize them to it. Now that was Timothy : The 
ſame commit THOU. And this I the rather take No- 
rice of, that I may ſhew you the Grounds and Rea- 
ſons of our Practice; and that we have good War- 
rant for what we do as Miniſters in this Matter. 
And there is the more Reaſon for my doing this. 
becauſe our Practice is oppos d by two Sorts of 
Perſons. | | 


1. SOME lodge this Matter wholly in the Body 
.of the People. 8 ; 


2. SOME lodge it only in a Dioceſan Biſhop: 
The firſt Sort may be refuted by this Text: And the 
Objections of rhe latter from it, will admit of an 
eaſy Solution. 


1. WITH Reference to the firſt Sort J ſay, the In- 
ſpir'd Apoſtle lodges this in Timothy, a Perſon in Of- 
fice, and ſo not in the Church, or Body of the Peo- 
ple. Tis, Irhink, remarkable, that rho' the Epiſtles 
to the Churches are many more in Number than 
thoſe to particular Perſons in Office (there being but 
Three ſuch in all) yet ir is only in theſe latter any 
Directions are given about conſtituting Miniſters. 
Timothy and Titus, Perſons in Office, have it recom- 

mended 


* 
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mended to them to take Care that thoſe, who were 
ordain'd, ſhould be ſo and ſo qualified: Why ſhould 
nothing of this Nature be ſuggeſted to the People in 
the Epiftles directed ro the Churches, if they were 
the Conveyers of the Office ? I have nor yer been a- 
ble to meet with any tolerable Anſwer to this Ob- 
jection againſt that Scheme. You ſee plainly theſe 
Epiſtles to Timothy and Titus are to direct them how 
to behave themſelves in the Church of God, in the 


Diſcharge of their Office: For this End the Qualifica- 
tions of ſuch as were to be appointed Officers are ſet 


down; and they are required to be Cautious in ap- 
pointing them; to commit theſe Things to faithful Men, 
able to teach others, to lay Hands ſuddenly on no Man, 
&c. What can all this ſignifie, if they were only to 
Act in the Churches Name, and the Church itſelf 
gave the Miniſterial Office to whom ſhe pleas'd by 
her Choice, and Timothy and Titus had nothing elſe 
ro do upon the Choice, bur immediately ordain (or 
rather teſtify rhe Churches Ordination of) the Party 
choſen ? If they were not to lay on Hands ſuddenly, 
then certainly they were not to admir a Perſon to 
the Miniſtry, without being themſelves ſatisfied con- 
cerning his Qualifications, even altho' rhe Church 
had actually choſen him: And how then can the 
People be the righ:full Conveyers of the Office? 
THEY, who are diſpleas d with us as claiming 
a greater Power ro Minifters than belongs to them, 
build, I think, upon this as their main Suppoſition: 
That the Community or Body of the Church has 
receiv'd from CHRIST the Power of the Keys, 
or has the whole Power of all Adminiſtrations lodg'd 


in itſelf. 


NOW this ſeems not clear to me. For as the 
Apoſtles were the Foundation upon which the Chriſti- 
an Church was built, it is but reaſonable to imagine 
the Foundation was firſt laid before the Superſtru- 
cture was rais'd; and that their Office was appoint- 
ed, and their Commiſſion given them before the 
Chriſtian Church was properly form'd: For it was 
preſently after gather'd by them. And if Chrift 
deſigned to lodge ſuch a Power in the Body of the 
People, it will ſeem ſtrange that when he appointed 

the 


R NN egy 424.05 . 


X a N NA x 3 N 
1 s a «2 1 f : 
* 
" n r 0 N * OO Reo oy Roy ro 2 ops wn ef; * 1 E 4 
N - " 9 20 cl 


CE 


. NOUS, IE. Bf e $r-s 2 _— 
#7 44 » 70> | " 
* 


the firſt Officers of his Church, (for the Date of the 
Apoſtles full Power as Rulers in the Chriſtian Church 
muſt be from rhe Commiſſion CHRIST gave them 
after his Reſurrection) he ſhould take ſuch particu- 
lar Care, that none of the People ſhould be preſent, 
and that he might ſpeak to none but the Apoſtles, 
whom he conſtituted his Minifters, and the Rulers 
of his Church, and who moſt certainly receiv'd not 


their Power from the People. This is not a Matter 


to be ſlightly paſs d over, now the Enemies of the 
Miniſtry boldly aſſert, that the Promiſe given the 


Apoſtles, together with their Commiſſion, Lo I am Matthew, 
with you always to the End of the World, as much be- xxviii. 20. 


longs to the People as ro Miniſters. 

would nor be miſunderſtood as claiming more 
for Miniſters than is their Due. I don't ſay; the 
ſame Thing is nor promis'd ro all the faithful 
Members of CaRisTs Church: Tis certain "cis 
elſewhere in Scripture ; nay, and 'tis imply'd here. 
For if CugisT is with his Miniſters to aſſiſt and ſuc- 
ceed them in their Office, he muſt be with his Peo- 
ple too. Bur this I aflert; that thoſe Words of 
CHRIsT are a Promiſe of his ſpecial Preſence with 


faithful Miniſters, and belong only remorely and by 


Conſequence to the People. For if it be made evi- 
dent, CRRIST joyn'd not the People with the Apo- 
ſtles, I can't think any one will doubt that the Pro- 
miſe is not only to the Apoſtles but their Sucdeſſors. 
The Expreſſion of being with them always to the 
End of the World manifeftly carrying it beyond the 
Days of the Apoſtles themſelves. For I can't per- 
ſuade myſelf that any ſenfible Perſon will be mov'd 
by the Criticiſm of rendring the Zr, 7 ⁰,sñ , 
not the End of the World, but the End of the Ape, 
ſince the Expreſſion is ſo conſtantly us'd by the ſame 
Evangeliſt for the End of the World, Mat. xiii. 39, 40. 
49. and xxiv. 2. There's one Text may be objected 
againſt what I aſſert concerning this Expreſſion of 
Zur Te av), that it always ſignifies the End 
of the World: and that is Hebr. ix. 26. But now once 
in the End of the World, em ovvTeX4e. JS c 
hath he appear'd to put away Sin by the Sacrifice of him- 
ſelf. Bur I anſwer ; there is a Difference between 
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ourTiAda 7% K , and ovrriaca off awwywy. Mr. 
Joſeph Mede has taken Notice of this, and according 
to the Diſtinction he obſerves is made in the Stile of 
the Scripture, when the End, or Terminus of Time 
is meant, tis expreſt in the Singular Number: So 
S ger ne, John vi. 39, 40, 44, 54. and xi. 24. 
e . ne,, 1 Pet. i. 5. But when a Continuation 
or longer Space of Time is ſignified, then the Plural 
Number is us d. So kr xe5vu,. 1 Pet. i. 20. 
d rde nuke, Heb. i. 2. 2 Tim. iii. 1. Af. ii. 17. 
sees Xeugit, 1 Tim. iv. 1, Nor can it be objected 
here that according to this Obſervation the Text 
ſhonld be &m ov]:awas u diaver. Tis ſufficient 
without expreſſing both in the Plural. So ' £9478 
3 nutgor, 2 Pet. iii. 3. I ſhall therefore only ſnew, 
the People were not join d with the Apoſtles in the 
firſt making of the Promiſe. And this, as I ſaid, 
appears by the Care our Lord took, they ſnould not 
be preſent at the making of it. Thus juſt before 
our Saviour's Coming and Giving the Apoſtles their 


Matthew, Commiſſion, tis expreſsly taken notice of: Then the 
XXViii. 16. Eleven Diſciples went away into Galilee, Now this 


was no caſual Thing, bur by the ſpecial Direction 
and Appointment of CHRIST. For this being a 
Matter of ſpecial Importance, our Lord's Heart was 
much ſer upon ir, and therefore before his Death he 
made the Appointment of this very Meeting of his 
Apoſtles. Twas to them and them only he ſo ſpake : 


Matthew, But after I am riſen again, I will go before you into 
XXVi. 32. Galilee, Nay and it ſeems probable by the Evan- 


geliſt's Expreſſion, that he had appointed the parti- 


Matthew, cular Mountain, where he would meet them. Then 
XxV1i1. 16. the Eleven Diſciples went away into Galilee to the Moun- 


tain where Jeſus had appointed them. Who can doubr 
the Reaſon of this was the Buſineſs he intended to 
meet them about; viz. The giving them their Com- 
miſſion? Nay, and not content with this Appoint- 


ment before his Death, he is remarkably careful to 


remember them of ir after his Reſurrection, that 
ſo they mighr nor fail of meeting him there. For 
this Reaſon, Firſt an Angel ſends them Word of it. 
Go quickly,tell his Diſciples, he is riſen from the dead; and 
bebold, he goeth before you into Galilee ; there ſhall 4 ſee 
I | him, 
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him, Lo! I have told you. So likewiſe in the parallel 


Place. But go your way, tell his Diſciples and Peter, that Mark xvi. 


he goeth before you into Galilee : there ſhall ye ſee him, 7- 

as be ſaid unto you: And then preſently after I SuS 

Himſeif appears to ſend the ſame Meſſage unto them, 

Go tell my Brethren, that they go into Galilee, and there Matthew, 
ſhall they ſee me. So that I take it to be a great Miſ- xxvili. 10. 
take of a late learned Commentator; That he ſup- 

poſes, it was at this Time CHRIST appeared to the 


five hundred Brethren at once. It could not be at this 


Time, Since CHRIST Ss Care was fo remarkable 
that all his Apoſtles, and none elſe, ſhould be preſent. 


_ *Tis evident therefore, the Promiſe was peculiar ro 


them; and to them, and not to the People, was that 

Commiſſion given, which was to laſt to the End of 

ihe Wars. | 

AND if we look into the Hiſtory of the Apoſtles 

Management, we may learn from thence how they 

underſtood that Commiſſion. They, or ſuch as 

were ordain'd by them, always conſtirured Perſons 

Officers in the Church. We read of the Laying on of 1 Tim iv. 

the Hands of the Presbytery, but never of the Laying on 14. 

of the Hands of the People: Nor do J find the leaſt 

Intimarion, that the Apoſtles acted in the Peoples 

Names when they ordaind Miniſters, nor is there 

any Preſcription given to Timothy, Titus, or any 

other Miniſters of the Goſpel to do ſo. | 
THERE are two Arguments which are urg'd 

in Favour of this Opinion, which I ſhall briefly con- 

ſider, | 


1. THE firſt is taken from Adds xiv. 23. And when 
they had ordained them Elders : Which our Brethren 
pretend ſhould be render'd : hen they had ordained 
them Elders by the Suffrage of the People. And there- 
fore, ſay they, the Ordination was the Peoples Act 
being perform'd by their Vore or Suffrage. 

IN Anſwer to which ler it be conliderd, who 
were here the Ordainers, viz. Paul and Barnabas: 
Whether there were any Suffrage of the People, theſe 
Perſons ordered the Affair. Bur farther ; tho' the 
Word Nees lor, is ſometimes uſed by Gree, Ayr 
thors in the Senſe inſiſted upon, and the Erymoigy of 
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it certainly refers to the common Way of Peoples 
giving their Suffrage or Vote among the Greeks by 
lifring up the Hand ; yer 'tis uſual for Words in 
Tract of Time to vary in their Signification from 
their Erymology : And ſo this Word is very fre- 
quently put for conſtituting or feicnng 1n general, 
without Regard to any Suffrages given by the Peo- 

ple. And thus we find its Compound is uſed by this 


Abts x. 40, ſame Writer: Him God raiſed up the third Day, and 


41. 


Tie. i. 5. 


ew'd him openly, not to all the People, but unto Mitneſ- 
ſes choſen before of God (@egn:xaes]ornyevois va? oe 
Oed) even to us who did eat and drink with Him after 
he was riſen from the Dead, And ſure none will think 
the Apoſtles were choſen by Suffrage ; altho irs cer- 
rain Te:% #e196v as much refers to the Peoples 
Suffrages as does the other. Nu | 

AND thar this Criticiſm is too weak to ſupport the 
Opinion I am arguing againſt, may appear by com- 
paring another Place of Scripture, where Ordination 
is ſpoken of, and it is made the Act of Titus without 
any the leaſt Hint of the Suffrage of the People. 
For this Cauſe left I thee in Crete, that thou mighteſt 


ſet in Order the Things that are wanting, and ordain 


(Alas nens) Elders in every City, as I appointed thee. 1 
{ee nor therefore any Evidence, that the Power of 
Making or Ordaining Minifters is committed to the 
People. And that is the only Thing I argue a- 


gainſt, having no Inclination to diſpute their Li- 


berry of chuſing them. I am abſolutely againſt 
Miniſters Lording it over God's Heritage, and 
their Impoſing a particular Miniſter upon a People 
without their Approbation. And fince the extra- 
ordinary Gift of Diſcerning Spirits is ceas'd in the 
Church, and none can now pretend to Act by 


an immediate Revelation in this Matter, I think 


it unreaſonable People ſhould be depriv'd of their 
Liberry of refuſing any Perſon propos'd to them. 
This they always had in the ancient and purer Times 
of the Church, as every One muſt acknowled ge who 
knows any Thing of Church-Hiſtory. They who 
boaſt ſo-much of their Conformity to the Primitive 
Church will nor eafily find any Thing therein of 
the Rights of Patronage. This is founded upo 
| NWG 
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Acts of Parliament, an agreeable Rule enough 
for a Parliamentary Church : But has not the leaſt 
Countenance from the Holy Scriptures. I diſpute 
nor therefore againft rhe Peoples being intereſted 
in the Choice of their Minifters : But only argue 
that their Choice conveys not the Office, chat the 
judging of Mens Qualifications, and ordaining them 

elongs to ſuch as Gop has call'd ro the ſacred 
Office ; fuch only being requir'd ro ordain Elders, 
and ro be careful not ro lay Hands ſuddenly on 
any Man, and to commit the Office to Faithful 
Men, who were able to teach others. 


2. THE other Objection I ſhall take Notice of 
is; If Miniſters are the Conveyers of the Office, 
then what ſhall the People do, when Miniſters 
are themſelves profligate and vile, unfir for ſerious 


Chriſtians ro hold Communion with, and reſolv'd 
to ordain none but thoſe of their own Stamp? 


Or what ſhall a Parcel of Chriſtians do, if by 
the Providence of Gop they are caſt upon ſome 


deſolate Iſland, where they can have no Acceſs 


ro Miniſters? If they muſt have the Ordinances of 
CanR1sST, they muſt have Miniſters, if they muſt 
have them, they muſt make them, fince they can 
take no other Way to have them. 

I anſwer; This is nor a fair Way of arguing from 
extraordinary Caſes to Ordinary, For it muſt be 
held always for certain, thar the Subſtance always 
rakes Place of a Circumſtance and Ceremony; and 
that a Command about the Means muſt not hinder 
the obſerving a greater Command about the End. 
Here's an abſolute Command to worſhip G Op, not 
to joyn in Idolatrous Worſhip, Sc. This Command 
muſt of indiſpenſable Neceſſity be obſerv'd ; but 
when the Command about the Means, that are ordi- 


Fx narily neceſſary to that End, cannot be obſerv'd, yer 


ftill the great Thing enjoyn'd (to which the other 
only is a Means) is not to be neglected. So that here 
Perſons give Way to Neceſſity, and do that which 
they would not, if they could uſe ordinary regular 
Methods: And without all Queſtion the Miniſtra- 
tions of ſuch Perſons would be every Way juſt and 

ie LE. warrantable. 
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warrantable. But what is this to the ordinary Caſe 
of the Church ? Or how can ſuch Caſes be a Rule 
for them ? Is it not neceſſary the Command about 
the End and the Means ſhould be both obſerv'd 
when they can? 158 88 | | ny 
LET me ſhew you the Weakneſs of this Way o 
arguing, by giving you an Example of it in another 
Inſtance or two. You know CHRIST has appointed 
in his Supper the Uſe of Bread and Wine; ſuppoſe 
now it ſhould be argued the Wine is not neceſſary, 
bur we may uſe Ale, or any other ſuch Liquor in- 
ſtead of it; and this Reaſon ſhould be alledged, that 
Chriſtians, if they were caſt upon an Ifland where 
they had no Wine, mighr make Ule of any other 
the beft Liquor they had in the Adminiſtration of 
the Ordinance, rather than neglect to celebrate 
the Memorial of CHRISTSs Death; and therefore 
fince it might be uſed then, it might likewiſe at any 
other Time, when Wine might be had. Would not 
every one ſee the Weakneſs df the Argument? And 
is not the Caſe exactly parallel? * Again G op com- 
manded the Maelites to keep the Fire continually 
burning on the Altar, which he at firſt miraculouſly 
kindled, and he oblig'd them to uſe that in conſum- 
ing 


my Hands a MS Life of Mr. Nicholas Leverton, of St. Tudy in 
Cornwall, drawn up by Mr. Charles Moreton, which gives ſo exact 
an Account of the like Caſe to that IJ have mention'd, and that 
in the ObjeCion, that I can't but think it worth tranſcribing : 

Two Engliſh Men were left on the Backſide of Cubs, where 
they continued above a Year, and ſaw no Man but each 


Their Food was Potatoes and Fruits. — One of 
when he went to Land, had a Bible in his Pocker, 


and this they read very much. In reading and diſcourſing 
about the Lord's-Supper, they fell into Conſideration, Whe- 

ther one of them might not (in their Circumſtances) admi- 
niſter that Ordinance ? They concluded in the Affirmative ; 
with Water inſtead of Wine, and Potatoes inſtead of 
Bread, they ſolemnly perform'd it; and (as they affirm'd)' 
„found much Comfort and Eſtabliſhment thereby. Vet af- 

terwards when they return'd, they found a Scruple of Con- 


about the Matter, and propos'd it to divers Mini- 
And, if I miſtake not, to Mr, Leverros himfelF. 
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ion. their Peace- offerings, &c. Now if this were a 
juſt Way of Reaſoning, how eaſy would it have 
been for the Prieſts to have then argued : Ir is very 


foreign Enemy may invade us, deſtroy the Altar, 
and carry away both Priefts and People, and this 
Fire be wholly loſt, muſt it then for ever after be 
utterly unlawful to uſe any other Fire ? And muſt 


all Sacrificeing then ceaſe ! Since then in fach a Caſe 


it were lawful to uſe other Fire, why may we nor 
make Ule of it now or at any Time? The Caſe I 
have here put into the Suppoſition is what afterward 
actually happen'd, and the Jews themſelves acknow- 
ledge they loſt the Fire from Heaven at the Deſtru- 
ction of the Firſt Temple, and had it not in the Se- 
cond, and therefore were fore d ro make Uſe of o- 
ther, and they were innocent in doing this in a Caſe 
of Neceſſity, when the ſacred Fire could not be had, 
as they would not have been, if they had taken that 
Liberty while that Fire was kept burning; as Nadab 
and Abibu found to their Coſt, although the Argu- 


ment might as plauſibly have been urg d by them as 


in the preſent Caſe. I think therefore, I may con- 
clude there is no Strength in theſe Objections, and 
that the Committing the Office to Perſons, be- 
longs to theſe who are themſelves in Office. 


2. There are others who oppoſe us in claiming 
the Power of Ordination, pretending it belongs not 
ro us, bur ro Perſons of an higher Order. Their 
Notion is this: That there is one Sort of Mini- 


ſters, who have a Power of Reading Prayers and 


Homilies, of Preaching and Adwiniſtring Sacra- 
ments, and have not the Power of Ordination and 
Government committed to them. They ſay this be- 
longs to one ſingle Perſon in every Church, that is, 
in every Dioceſe, which often comprehends in it 
a vaſt Number of Congregations, not in the ſame 
City or Town, but very diſtant from one another. 
Tbus for Inſtance we have one Prelate in England, 
whoſe Dioceſe (that is, whoſe Church, wherein he 
is ſuppoſs'd to have the ſole Power of Ordination 
and Government) not only contains in it ſeveral ere 
re 


poſſible this Fire may happen to be put out: Some 
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dred Pariſhes in England, bur likewiſe extends ro 
all our Colonies in borh the Indzes. One would think 
the bare Relation of ſuch an Opinion were a ſnffici- 
ent Expoſing it, and that it ſhould not need any fo. 
temn Confutation. A Man muſt have a more than 
ordinary Meaſure of Credulity, who can believe this 
to be according to rhe Inſtitution of CHRIST, and 
the Platform which obrain'd in the Primitive Church. 
If I did not plainly perceive the Motives, I ſhould 
be aſtoniſh'd to behold ſuch a Conſtitution made 
the Subject of ſo much Admiration and Triumph. 
"Tis ſtrange Men can vindicate this, and yet ar 
the ſame Time condemn the Pope (as Proteſtants 
with good Reaſon uſe ro do) for undertaking an 
impoſhble Thing, in aſſuming to himſelf to be rhe 
Paſtor of all the Churches in the World. cb 
O UR Queſtion now is; Whether CarrsT has 
himſelf or by his Apoſtles inſtituted one Office, 
which has the Power of Preaching and Adminiftring 
Sacraments without the Power of Ordaining and 
Governing ; and another wherein both Powers are 
veſted in the ſame Perſons ; or whether in every 
Dioceſe there is only one Perfon who has the Power 
of Ordination and Government, and that all other 
Miniſters therein have not that Power. This we 
abſolutely deny, while our Adverſaries with great 
Earneſtneſs would obtrude the Belief of it upon us. 
How little there is of Scripture to eſtabliſh ſuch an 
Opinion, 1s evident by the Arguments they are 
pleaſs'd to uſe in the Controverſy. | 
THEIR greateſt Argument is fetch'd from Timo- 
thy and Titus, Timothy they ſay was Biſhop of Epheſus, 
and Titus of Crete; and theſe had rhe ſole Power 
of Ordination and Government in their reſpective 
Churches; and that is rhe Reaſon why ſuch par- 
ticular Directions as that in the Text, are given to 
them, and they are requir'd to ordain and to look 
after the Qualifications of the Perſons to be ordai- 


ned, and to receive Accuſations againſt ſuch as were 


ordain'd, Sc. This (as they aſſert) plainly ſhews 
Timothy and Titus were ſuperior to ordinary Presby- 
ters, and conſequently they alone, and not the Pres- 
byters, had the Power of Ordination. Now the 
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Prelates, ſay they, are the only Succeſſors of 
Timothy and Titus and Presbyters are of another 
Order, the Succeſſors of ſuch as were ordained by 
Timothy and Titus, and therefore the Prelates only 
have the Power of Ordination and Government. I 
will comprehend my Anſwer to this Argument in 


theſe following Particulars. 


1. WE grant Timothy and Titus were ſuperiour 
to other Miniſters; but then we aſſert, they had no 
Succeſſors in that wherein they were ſuperiour to 
them. Tis certain, Timothy was an Evangeliſt, and 
therefore requir d to do the Work of one: But watch 
thou in all Things, endure Afflictions, do the Work of 


| an Evangeliſt, make full Proof of thy Miniſtry. Had 


— E 


2 Tim. iv. 


* 


he been inferiour to the Evangeliſts, would have 


been as improper to call upon him to do the Work 
of one, as it would be to call upon a common 
Presbyter to do the Work of his Dioceſan. Tis a 
plain Caſe, the Evangeliſts were not ordinary and 
common Miniſters, but of a ſuperiour Character. 
The Order in which they are fer down ſufficiently 
evidences this: And He gave ſome Apoſtles : and ſome 


Prophets: and ſome Evangeliſts : and ſome Paſtors and 


Teachers, Apoſtles therefore, Prophets, and Evan- 
geliſts are ſuperiour ro Paſtors and Teachers, and 
yer 'tis of that Rank only our Dioceſan Biſhops are 
prerended to be. 


II ſeems plain to me, that all thoſe Perſons, who 


Eph. iv. 


11. 


were ſuperiour to Paſtors and Teachers, had a dou- 


ble Character: That which was ordinary and 
ſtanding in the Church; and fo they were all Pret- 
byrers or Biſhops, for theſe are the ſame in Scrip- 
ture, our Adverſaries themſelves, many of them, be- 
ing Judges : Their other Character was extraor- 
dinary and peculiar to them, nor deſign'd ro be 
tranſmitted ro any Succeſſors. Tis therefore to no 
Purpoſe to argue from the Superiority of Apoſtles 
and Evangeliſts to ordinary Miniſters. We own 


they were ſuperiour; their extraordinary Gifts ne- 
esby- 5 


ceſſarily made them ſo: But what does this fignity 
to ſuch as appropriate the Name of Biſnops to them- 
- jelves 


f 8 1 : > 8 ; 5 Ab : 5 
0 8 ä r 3 2 wt \ —_ 2 - 
— _— ETD - 


* 


ſelves in our Day? Whatever diftinguiſh'd them 
from ordinary Minifters ceasd with rhem, and the 
other ſtanding Part of their Character is common to 


every rightly ordained Persbyter. 


10. 
Acts xix. 
22. 

x Cor. iv. 
17. 


AND certainly if the Apoſtles themſelves were 
not of ſuch an Order, as our Modern Biſhops are pre- 
tended ro be, neither could the Evangelifts be of it. 
Now had CHRIST defign'd his Apoſtles ſhould be 
Officers in his Church according to rhe Epiſcopal WF 
Scheme, he ought ro have appointed each of them 
to preſide over ſome one Church; for tis the ftand- 
ing Maxim of that Scheme; There can be but one 
Biſhop in one Church: Whereas no leſs than Eleven, 
to whom preſently after CERIST 's Afcenfion a 
Twelfth was added, were at firſt conſtituted, and 
for ſome Time remain'd the Rulers and Governours 
of that Church having all an equal Power and Au- 
thority. So that the Apoſtles were evidently in 
their ordinary Capacity Presbyters; that is, ſuch | 
Kind of Officers as might be more than one in one 
= SR N 


2. TIMOTHY was never what they call Bi- 
ſhop of Epheſus ; and Titus of Crete, They refided 
there for ſome Time to ſettle Matters in thoſe 
Churches, and to put them into a good Order; and 


iv. ſo they did in other Places, as Titus in Dalmatia; 


and Timothy in Macedonia, Corinth and Theſſalonica, 
And therefore they may as well be ſtyl'd Biſhops of 
theſe. Farther, How could Timothy be Biſhop of 
Epheſus, according to the modern Way of Speaking, 
fince we are ſure there were other Biſhops ro rule 
that Church? Thus the Presbyters are call'd : Take © 
heed unto yourſelves and to all the Flock, over which the | 
Holy Ghoſt hath made you Biſhops. Where our Tran- | 
flators have, contrary to their own Way of rendring | 
the Word, tranſlated it Over-ſeers rather than Biſhops, 
prudently, without all Doubt, confidering, it would 
ſound odd to Epiſcopal Ears, that more Perſons than 
One in a Church ſhould be ſtyl'd Biſhops, and have | 
the Government of the Church committed ro them 


as ſuch. : 
THERE 


Tra 


| pears by Chap. iv. 13. 
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THERE is no Reaſon therefore to think Timo- 


| thy was Biſhop of Epheſus. And indeed his being an 


Evangelift, would make One ready to conclude, he 
did not fix his Reſidence chere: Since the Buſineſs 
of ſuch ſeems to have been to travel from one Place 
to another; and to ſtay no longer at any particular 
Place, than was neceſſary for the right ſettling the 


Church in it. 


3. WHATEVER was the Superiority of Ti- 
mot hy to thoſe he ordain'd, tis certain they were to 
have the Power of Ordination and Government. 
Our Adverſaries grant theſe go together. Now 
that they had the Power of Government 1s plain 
by the Apoſtles Reaſoning about their Qualificari- 


ons: One that ruleth well his own Houſe, having his 1 Tim.ui. . _ 
Children in Subjection with all Gravity, For if a Man 4, 5: W 


know not how to rule his own Houſe, how ſhall he take 
Care of the Church of God? Rn. 


4. TIS very improbable, that the Apoſtle was 
now ſending Directions to Timothy how to behave 
himſelf as rhe Biſhop of Epheſus, becauſe he ſeems 
not to have been at Epheſus when he ſent to him, nor 
was he about to ſend him thither, but he actually 
calls him quite another Way. Timothy was not at 
Epheſus at the Writing this Second Epiſtle; as ap- 
And Hehicus have I ſave to 
Epheſus. What need ro mention this ro Timothy, if 
he were then at Epheſus 2 He would not need No- 
tice of it if Tychicus were the Meſſenger, by whom 
the Epiſtle was ſent: Or if he was ſer out before the 
Writing it, he would come before the Epiſtle, and 
the Notice given would be too late to ſignify any 
Thing. Of the ſame ſending of Tychiczs we read in 
the Epiſtle ro the Epheſians. But that ye may aiſ» know 
my Affairs, and how I do; Tychicus, a beleved Brother, 
and faithful Miniſter in the Lord, Ball male known to 
yeu all Things, whom T have ſent unto you for the ſame 
Purpoſe, that ye might hnow our Affairs, and that he 
might comfort year Hearts, And had Tim:thy been 
FO ee + Ea - | che 
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then there, ſuch was the Apoſtle's Love and Aﬀecti- 
on to him, that he would not have fail d to have 
taken Notice of him particularly and to have ſear 
him a Salutation. Beſides, had Timothy been there, 
they would have leis need of the Comfort of Tychi- 


cuss Coming. And 'tis as plain, the Apoſtle was 


not ſending any Order to Timothy to go ro Epheſus : 
For he ſent for him ro come ro Rome to himſelf. Do 
thy Diligence to come ſhortly to me. "Tis moſt probable 
Timothy was at Troas at the Time when this Epiſtle 
was ſent to him; ſince he is deſir d, not to go and 
fetch, but barely to bring with him What the Apo- 


ſtle had left there. The Cloke that I left at Troas 3 
with Carpus, when thou comeſt, bring with thee, and 


the Books, but eſpecially the Parchments, So that in this 


Second Epiſtle there can be nothing to eſtabliſh his 
being Biſhop of Epheſus, but all the Directions 
given him ſhould rather ſhew that he was Biſhop of 


Troas than of Epheſus, ' 


5. WHEN the Apoſtle gives Directions in his : 


Epiſtles ro Timorhy, how to behave himſelf in ordain- 
ing Elders, Sc. the Reafon of his doing ſo, is 


becauſe Timothy as an extraordinary Perſon (viz. an, 


Evangeliſt) was to have the chief Hand therein; 


but this does not imply, that none who were with 
him had the Power of doing the ſame Thing. Ma- 
ny think that, when the firſt Epiſtle was written, 


Timothy was at Epheſus, ſetting that Church in Order. 
And if we take that for granted, and therefore allow 
that particular Directions are given him in the Ma- 
nagement of the Affairs of the Church; yet there is 
no Reaſon to think he was to act alone, but that 
the other Biſhops of that Church had a Power to 
perform the ſame Acts, and were to join with him, 
ſince they were, as I obſerv'd before, the Governours 
of that Church, and had been conſtituted ſo before 


that Epiſtle was written. I never find any Ordi- 


nation in the whole New Teſtament, which was 
perform'd by a fingle Perſon, nor can I think any 
auch Ordination would be Regular. And if the 
Apotic had a Hand in the Ordinatipn of _— 
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= and he ſpeaks of that, and not of laying on Hands 
e to give the Holy Ghoſt, when he ſays: Mherefore T 2 Tim. i. 
Ts put thee in Remembrance, that thou ſtir up the Gift of 16, 
5 God, which is in «thee by the putting on of my Hands : 
. Yer notwithſtanding that Suppoſition, tis certain 
s he did not do this alone, but had others to join with 


: him. Neglect not, ſays he, the Gift that is in thee, 
Jo which was given thee by Prophecy, with the laying on of 
e MR the Hands of the Presbytery. And therefore tho Timothy 


1 Tim. iv. 
14. 


e as an Evangeliſt, diſtinguiſh'd from other Presby- 
d ters by extraordinary Gifts, would have the chief 
Hand in all Ordinations, yer tis unreaſonable to 
is think he would Ordain alone, ſince he could nor 
d but remember an Apoſtle would not do ſo, bur 
is join'd the Presbytery with him, at the Time when 
is he was Ordaind himſelf, 

s OUR Adverſaries here farther urge, that rho' the 


of FX Presbyrery might joyn with Paul or Timothy in lay- 
ing on of Hands, yer they could not rightfully lay 
on Hands alone. And this they pretend is evident 
1s from theſe Directions ſo peculiarly given to Timothy; 
- = whereby he is requir'd to commit the Things he had 
is Heard to faithful Men, to lay Hands ſuddenly on no 
Man, &c. Why, ſay they, ſhould he have this 
Charge fo peculiarly given to him, if the Presbyrers 
by their Office had the fame Power? This ſhews 
that T:imothys Concurrence was neceſſary, and that 
the Conveyance of the Office depended upon him, 
and that the Reſt could do nothing without 
—. | | 
L BESIDE what has been already faid ; I will 
2 ſhew you the Weakneſs of this Way of Arguing, 
by trying how it will hold, when apply'd to another 
Flace of Scripture : And certainly if it be not juſt 
in the one, it cannor be ſo in the other: Now I very 
much miſtake the Opinion of our Ad verſaries, if it 
does nor lead them to condemn the ſame Kind of 
Inference from another Text. The Words J refer 
to, are thoſe which CHRIST ſpake ro Peter, when 
the Reſt of the Apoſtles were preſent. And I will Matthew, 
= giveunto THE E the Keys of the Kinzd:m of Maven; xvi. 19. 
„ aud whaifeever THO V ſhalt bind on Earth, hs be 
| ; | E 
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ſame. For as Timothy would be among other Pres- 


bound in Heaven: and whatſoever THOU ſhalt looſe 
on Earth, ſhall be looſed in Heaven. They may as 
well infer that what CHRIST there ſays ro Peter 
was peculiar to him, and did nor belong to the other 
Apoſtles, becauſe CHrIST ſpeaks fo peculiarly to 
him, and that when the others were preſent: As 
they can infer from Paul's ſpeaking fo peculiarly 


to Timothy, that the Things be commends to him 


belong'd ſolely to him, and not to all the other Pres- 
byrers of the Church. And the Caſe is really the 


byrers, ſo would Peter be among the other Apoſtles, 
their Speaker, Prolocutor or Foreman; if I may make 
Uſe of thoſe Terms, which are ſo familiar in our 
own Language. He was the firſt or chief Apoſtle, 
and before the Apoſtles departed from Jeruſalem to 
ipread the Goſpel in the World, he was continually 
the Mouth of the whole Body of them when he was 
preſent. The ſame might be ſaid concerning Chriſt's 
Command to him particularly #o feed his Lambs, and 
his Sheep. Tis a very general Interpretation of the 
Ancients: Thar what CuRIST there ſays to Peter, 
he ſays to all the Apoſtles. And ſo in like manner 
ſay I, whatever Directions Paul gives to Timothy, he 
gives to all the Presbyters who were with him. And 
there is full as much Senſe in the Papiſts pretending 
from CHRISTS Words, that Peter had a ſupreme 
Power of Binding and Looſing above all the other 
Apoſtles, as there is in our Adverſaries arguing from 


Paul's Words, that Timothy had a fupreme Power 
of Ordaining and Governing above all the Presbyrers 


who were with him. 


6. THE Power of adminiſtring Sacraments the 
Signs and Seals of the Covenant of Grace; and more 
eſpecially the Power of bleſſing and ſanctifying Things 
to repreſent, ſeal and apply the Body and Blood of 


CHRIST, is fo very great, that it is not eaſy to ſup- 


pole a greater Power is lodg'd in any Men, than 
what they have who receive this. There ought 
therefore ro be clear Evidence and full Proof, that 
theſe, whom CHRIST has intruſted with this Pow- 

\ : 5 er, 
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er, have not all other Powers whatever, which 
CurrsT has lodg'd in any of his Miniſters, But I 
muſt confeſs, I never yet could ſee any tolerable 
Proof of it : Nay, they who are moſt concern'd ro 
produce ir, can't themſelves agree about ir; bur 
run into a Multitude of Ways to confirm their 
Opinion, which are very inconſiſtent with each 
other: And tis with much more Solidity and Judg- 


ment they confute one anothers particular Schemes, 
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than they Eſtabliſn the Great Doctrine they ſtrive 
to maintain. I hope upon the Whole of what has 
been faid, I may conclude that as the Power of Or- 
dination belongs to thoſe in Office, fo it belongs to 
all choſe who have the Office of Preaching and 
Adminiftring Sacraments committed to them. And 
therefore I proceed to the laſt Thing I propos d to 
confider in the Words: Which is, 


HI. THE Account here given of the Inveſtiture 
or Commiſſion Perſons were to receive. They were 
to have thoſe Things committed to them which Ti. 
mot hy had heard of the Apoſtle among many Witneſs 
ſes. And here Three Things offer themſelves to our 
Conſideration. 


I. WHAT was to be committed: viz. The 
Things Timothy had heard of the Apoſtle. 


2. WHO were theſe Witneſſes, among whom 
he had heard them? 


3. WHAT this Committing theſe Things does 
import? 


I. WHAT was to be committed: viz. The 


Things Timothy had heard of the Apoſtle. No doubt 
the Things he had taught Timothy, were ſuch as 
he was very induſtrious in teaching every where, 
and ſuch as he 1nculicates upon Timothy in his Epi- 
ſtles ro him, This Expreſſion may take in theſe 
following Particulars. | 


1. THE 
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1. THE Doctrine of the Goſpel, and the great | 
Things of our Salvation. The Apoſtles were ſent | 


abroad ro preach JEsUs CHRIST, and repreſent 
ro the World what He had done and ſuffer'd to ſave 


| finful Men. This they perform'd with great Appli- 


Adds x.36. cation and Diligence, preaching Peace by Jeſus Chriſt 


2 Tim. i. The Apoſtle had raught Timothy a Form of ſound | 
13s Words, that is, an orderly Scheme of Chriftian 


Doctrine, which he requires him in this Epiſtle 70 
hold faſt. This had been committed to him, and he 


was requir'd to commit it to others. And the next 
Words may be underſtood to refer to this: That good 
Wer. 14. Thing, which was committed to thee, keep by the Holy 


Ghoſt, which dwelleth in us. 


2. THIS Expreſſion muſt comprehend the Pre: 

ceprs of the Goſpel, together with their Sanctions, 
Matthew, Teaching them to obſerve whatſoever I have commandedyou, © 
AXVILL 20. ſays CHRIST when he ſent forth his Apoſtles. And 
ſo this will take in all the Evangelical Rules of Life 


and Converſation, and of Religious Worſhip, which 


the Apoſtle frequently recommends to Timothy in his | 
Epiſtles, ordering him to put them in Mind of them, 
and charge Chriſtians to obſerve and keep them. To 
which Purpoſe we meer with many Expreſſions. ® 
x Tim. iv. Theſe Things command and teach: Theſe Things give 
11. in Charge that they may be blameleſs : Of theſe Things 
Cb. L. I. put them in Remembrance, charging them before the 


2 Tim. ii. Lord, &. 

14. | 
3- THE Things he had heard muft comprehend 
the Diſcipline.of the Church: Thoſe Directions he 
had given him for the right Ordering and Manage- 
ment of the Church. The Apoſtle had doubtleſs 
inſtructed Timothy in theſe Things, before he ſent 
him out to do the Work of an Evangeliſt, however 
he now inculcares them again upon him, and delt- 
vers them in Writing for the Benefit of rhe Church 
in all after Ages: And he tells him, why he wrote 
1 Tim. iii. theſe Things to him: viz. That he might know how 
14, 15. to behave himſelf, as a Pillar and Greund of Truth, K 
the 
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be Houfe of God, which is the Church of the living 
God. | 
THESE were the Things Timothy had heard: 


And it will not be amiſs for us to take particular 


Notice of whom he had heard them; the Things, 


ſays he, which thou haſt heard OF ME, The Apo- 


ſtles were capable of giving a ſure Rule both of Faith 
and Practice in all Things, and therefore Miniſters 


verre bound to receive what they deliver'd, and to 


reach it to others. The Apoftles themſelves were 
fent forth only ro reach What Curi1sT commanded. 


They deliver'd no other Rule ro their Followers, 
than they receivd from CHRIST, having his Spi- 
& rir to guide them infallibly into all Truth. And this 


is the Ground of that Authority, which their Wri- 


= rings oughr ro have in all Ages of the Church. If 
they had publifh'd only their own Opinion, and had 
not deliver'd the Mind of CHRIST, they would not 
= havedeſery'd the Regard which has been paid them. 
But they had the Mind of Chriſt, and could prove by 1 Cor. ii. 
the Miracles they wrought they deliver'd nothing bur 16. 
his Mind. Hence this Apoſtle charges Timothy: But con- 2 Tim. ili. 
tinue thou in the Things which thou haſt learn d, and haſt 14. 
== been aſſur d of, knowing of whom thou haſt learn d them. 
The Apoftles gave a certain and Infallible Teſti- 
mony of the Truth of what they deliver'd ; ſo that 
7 Perſons might he aſſur'd thereof, knowing they 
learnt them of Perſons divinely taught and guided. 
And upon that Account is their Word a ſure Rule 

to all Chriſtians, who are oblig'd to be mindful of 2 Pet. ili. 
the Commandments of the Apoſtles of our Lord and Sa- 2. 
viour. Ir belong'd therefore ro them to ſpeak with 
ſuch Authority as other Miniſters can't, except 
they have the written Word clearly warranting 
them. See how this Apoſtle ſpeaks ro Timothy: 1 1 Tim.vi. 
charge thee therefore in the Sight of God, who quickeneth 13, 14. 
all Things, and before Jeſus Chriſt, who before Pontius 
2 Pilate witneſſed a good Confeſſion, that theu keep this 
Commandment without Spot, es until the Ap- 
2 pearing of our Lord Feſus Chriſt. 

paid ro the Commands of Miniſters, who have not 
gan Tnfallible Authority to back them. We are 


o Regard is to be 


ng 
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ä 
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no farther ro obey Miniſters, than we can ſee Rea. 
ſon for their Injunctions. The Reaſon why the 
Apoſtle expected to be obey d by the Corinthians was, 
1 Cor. xi. becauſe he received of the Lord what he deliver d to 
23. them. And we are bound to hearken ro Men in 
all ſuch Things, as they can ſhew us they have 
receivd of the Lord. But when they bring us 
Things, which they have receiv'd of Fathers, Coun- | 


- es Aa v9 Le oaCAS Aa 


cils, Convocations, or the Civil Magiſtrate, and 


would from thence preſcribe us a Rule how ro wor- 
ſhip Gop, we beg their Excuſe, till they ſhew us 
ſome better Authority for their Commands. We 
Matthew, are ſure we have juſt Reaſon to inquire: HMhence 
Xxi. 25. are theſe Things? Are they from Heaven, or of Men? If © 
they pretend they are from Heaven, we will gladly 
receive them, as ſoon as they will vouchſafe to prove 
them to be ſo: Bur if they ſay they are of Men, we 


N 


deſire them to reſt contented with this ſhort Anſwer: 


Matthew, That we have one Maſter even Chriſt: And in theſe 
XXIII. 10. Things call no Man Maſter upon Earth. 
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2. WHO were thoſe many Witneſſes among 
whom Timothy had heard the Things here refer'd to, 
A learned Gentleman thinks no Witneſſes are here 


ſpoken of, and by altering the pointing of the Sen- 


rence and a fingle Accent, renders the Words to this 


Purpoſe : The Things which thou haſt heard of me at 
large, teſtifying them commit them, &c. Bur ſince out 


own rendring may be defended, and theſe Wit 


neſſes ſeem mention'd elſewhere by the Apoſtle, 17 
fee no Neceſſity of our embracing that ingenious © 
Conjecture. = 

SOME then by the Witneſſes underſtand not 
any Perſons, but only ſuch Things as atteſted the 
Truth of the Chriſtian Doctrine, particularly rhe |? 
Miracles wrought by CHRIST and his Apoſtles. |? 
Others think hereby may be meant ſuch Perſons as 
confirm'd the Truth, which Timothy had heard. And 
ſo theſe Witneſſes may be the Apoſtles, who were 
Chriſt's choſen Witneſſes to the World. Theſe} 
were many, abundantly ſufficient to atteſt the Mat- 
ters they deelard themſelves Eye-Witneſſes of. And] 


with 


— 


- 
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with them then may be joyn d all thoſe who had ſeen 
CHRisT aſter he was riſen from the Dead, and 
ſo were Witneſſes of his Reſurrection, a moſt emi- 
nent Proof of his Doctrine: And they, you know, 


7 
z 
1 were many : For he was ſeen of above five Hun- 1 Cor. xv. 
© 3 dgdred Brethren at once. 6. 


8 BUT I cannot but prefer that Interpretation, 
4 which makes theſe Witneſſes to be the Perſons, who 


were preſent, when Timothy heard thoſe Things 
- Z from the Apoſtle, ro which he here refers. If this 

= related to his Preaching in general, then the Witneſ⸗— 
* ſes muſt ſignify thoſe who were his Hearers at the 
ce ſame Time with Timothy, Bur I cant eaſily perſuade 
If 3 myſelf, chat this is his Meaning. Timothy had been 


ly bis Companion in Travel, and had converg d with 
im frequently alone, and by that Means gain d a 
=” 1 3 11 1 '1 : : 
ve 2 fuller Information in Divine Things: And it ſeems | 
C not probable he would direct him to commit to 
e 


> others nothing bur what he had learn'd of him in a 
publick Audience. I conceive therefore, he here 
refers to ſome Charge he had laid upon Timothy be- 
fore many Witneſſes. And thus the Mention of theſe 
many Witneſſes is of ſome conſiderable Importance; 
which otherwiſe it ſeems not to be. I think then, as 
the Apoſtle was now giving Timothy Directions abour 
ordaining Men to the Work of the Miniftry, ſo he 
puts him in Mind of his own Ordination. And tis 
as tho he had ſaid ro him, Oh Timothy, thou canſt 
not but remember, what a Charge I laid upon 


* *© rhee, when thou waſt thyſelf ordain'd : What the 
Things were which I injoyn'd thee then to teach 
and preach. There were many preſent, who 
not © were Witneſſes of cheſe Things, and can teſtify 
the © apainſt thee, if thou haſt forgotten them, or art 
the „ nor careful to act according to that ſtrict Com- 
tles. mand I then gave thee, and to diſcharge thy 
s as E * Truſt with Faithfulneſs. And as thou art to con- 
And = © ſtitute others in the ſame Office, thou waſt then 
put into thyſelf ; make the Charge I then gave 

- thee thy Pattern, and the ſame Things I commit- 


ted ro thee, commit thou alſo to others. This 
Interpretation ſeems to be confirm'd by another Place, 
: F 2 wers 
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where many Witneſſes are {ſpoken of, whom 1 take 
to be the ſame with thoſe in the Text; the Perſons 


i. preſent at Timothy) s Ordination. Fight the good Fight 


of Faith, lay bold on Eternal Life, whereunto thou art 
alfo called, and baſt profeſs'd a good Profeſſion before many 
Witneſſes. Tis reaſonable to ſuppoſe, this good 


Profelſion he refers ro was made by Timothy cither 


Ads, xvi. 
1, 2. 


at his Baptiſm or at his Ordination: And ſince tis 
more likely the Apoſtle was preſent at his Ordinati- 
on chan his Baptiſm, (for indeed he ſeems to have 
had no particular Knowledge of him till he was com- 
mended to him by the Brethren at Lyſtra and Iconi- 
um, tho he was a Diſciple and conſequently baptiz d 
before) we have more Reaſon to think he would 
refer to the Profeſſion made at his Ordination, as a 
Thing he was acquainted with, than that at his 


Baptiſm, when he was not himſelf preſent. Be- 


ſides; the Exhortation he is here giving Timothy may 
well be underſtood to be directed to him as a Mini- 


ſter, fince tis the Continuation of an Exhortation be- 


gun in the preceding Verſe, which is addreſſed to 
him, as a Man of God, by which, I think, is gene- 
rally underſtood a Miniſter of the Goſpel, Now 
this Profeſſion then was made before many Witneſſes, 
who allo heard the Charge the Apoſtle laid upon 
him. And ir could not but have a conſiderable 
Influence upon Timothy to confider, how many Eyes 
were upon him; how many would obſerve it now, 
and be able to teſtify againſt him in the laſt Day, 
if he departed from the ſolemn Profeſſion he had 
made, or neglected to behave himſelf according ro 
the ſtrict Charge given him. 

I the rather mention this, that you may ſee, how 
very probable tis the Apoſtles uſed pretty much the 
fame Merhqd we do. However tis not bareProbabi- 
lities we ground our Practice upon: But ſomewhat 
of this Nature is requiſite in Order to our trying 


and Forming a judgment concerning Perſons, when 
we commit the Office to them. 


3. W HAT is the Import of this Expreſſion Com- 
mit they theſe Things, Tis evident this does not ns 
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fy a bare Teaching and Preaching theſe Things. Ti- 
mothy was to do that to ſuch as were not faithful in 
order to their becoming ſuch: He was to inſtruct 
thoſe who were not able ro reach others. This 
therefore imports, 


1. AN authorizing and impowering Perſons, as 
= Miniſters of the Goſpel, to teach theſe Things, or 
© the giving them a Warrant to do ſo. Miniſters 
treat with Men in Gop's Behalf, and act in his 
Name, and therefore is it very agreeable they ſhould 
be folemnly aurhoriz'd to their Office. And thoſe 
Words of the Apoſtle ſeem here very pertinent: How Rom x. 15. 
ſhall they [preach, except they be ſent? And ſince Per- 
ſons are not now ſent by CHRIST himſelf immedi- 
ately, tis bur reaſonable ro ſuppoſe the moſt juſt 
and regular Way of their being ſenr, is when they 
are authorized by thoſe in whoſe Hands that Power 
is plainly lodg d: And who they are I have ſhew'd 
you already, | ; 
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8 2. 'TIS not a bare authorizing them, but a lay- 

ing ir upon them as a ſolemn Charge and Truſt, a 
Binding and ingaging them to teach theſe Things. 

So that the very Committing the Things to them 

makes a great Alteration in their Circumſtances, and 

leaves them under a ſtrict Obligation to do the 

Work, as ever they would approve themſelves faith- 

ful to Gop and true to the Vows and Promiſes they | 

made. They are allow d of God to be put in Truſt with 1 Theſ. ij. 

the Goſpel, and therefore are to ſpeak, not as pleaſing Men, 4. = 

but God who tryeth their Hearts. ; 

v 3 AND thus I have confider'd the ſeveral Things 

e propos d from the Words. I ſhall conclude with 

- 7 theſe Three Reflections. 3 


„ 0. 
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8 1. HENCE we may fee, what to judge of 
n ſome Perſons, who refuſe to receive their Commiſſi- 


on this Way. If the Method CHRSr has appointed, 

is ſuch as I have deſcrib'd, then without all Doubt 

— the Miniſtry of ſuch is far from being regular. Tis 

- | Hard to imagine the People ſhould in every parti- 
TM - b | . cular 


— 
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cular Church be qualified to judge whether a Man 
is ſufficiently accompliſh'd for the Miniſtry, and 
thereſore tis not eaſy to allow they are intruſted 
with an abſolute Power of conveying the Office. 
And tho' it be unreaſonable, unchriſtian and barba. 


rous to confine Men by temporal Penalties to 


any particular Miniſter; yet the inſtilling into the 
People ſuch a Conceit of their Power, and eſpecially 
the putting it in Practice, not only threatens Mil. 
chief in its own Nature, but has been found by 
Experience to be very prejudicial to Truth and 


Piety, and very Deſtructive of all Order and Peace 


how difficult a Matter tis to be a Faithful Minifter, | 
This Faithfulneſs muſt attend a Miniſter in his 
Studying, his Praying, in Secret, as well as in the 


_ 
x Cor. vu. 
25+ 


in the | Church. | 


2. HENCE we may ſee, what Need Minifters 
have of Divine Grace and Help. The Reaſon why 
Care is to be uſed, that the Office may be committed 
only to faithful Men, is becauſe Faithfulneſs is ſo 
abſolutely neceſſary in the Diſcharge of the Work. 


And the Greatneſs of the Truſt, and the Extent of 


that Faithfulneſs which is requiſite, may convince us 


Congregation, in his Preaching, in his Exhorting, 
and eſpecially in his Ad moniſning, Reproving and 
Cenfuring Offenders. And when this is conſider d, 
who can forbear crying out with the Apoſtle: 
zi. Who is ſufficient for theſe Things? If we are faithful 
we may well ſay, with him, Me have obtain d Mercy 
ro be faithful: And by the Grace of God we are 


what we are. 


3. I T hence follows, that the Grace and Help af 
_ Gop, whereby Miniſters ſhould be made faithful, 


ought moſt importunately to be ſought both by 
themſelves and their People. *Tis eſpecially for 


the Peoples fake Faithfulneſs is requir'd in ſuch as ö 
are to be Ordain d. Their Profit and Edification is 


not a little concern'd herein; and therefore ſhould 


they pray, that Gop would make their Miniſters : 


faithful. And I am ſure Miniſters have need ro 
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pray in like Manner for themſelves : Nor only from 
the Regard they have to the Welfare of their Peo- 
ple, bur from a Concern for their own Souls. Their 
own Salvation depends upon their Faithfulneſs in the 
Miniſtry. And diſmal indeed will their Doom be, - 2 
if thro their Unfaithfulneſs the Souls of their Peo- - 
ple periſh in their Iniquity, and their Blood is requir d! b 
at their Hands, q 
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